VZCZCXYZOOOl 
00  RUEHWEB 

DE  RUEHNE  #0267  0251256 

ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH  (CCY  AD51B052  MSI5798-695) 

0 251256Z  JAN  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  0163 

INFO  RUCNCLS/ALL  SOUTH  AND  CENTRAL  ASIA  COLLECTIVE 

RUCNFUR/DARFUR  COLLECTIVE 

RUEHKH/AMEMBASSY  KHARTOUM  0017 

RUEHLO /AMEMBASSY  LONDON  4654 

RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  5929 

UNCLAS  NEW  DELHI  000267 

SIPDIS 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

CORRECTED  COPY  (ADDED  SENSITIVE) 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 
TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  IN 

SUBJECT:  DEMARCHE  ON  NMIS  FORCE  COMMANDER  - MIXED  SIGNALS 
FROM  NEW  DELHI 

REF:  A.  STATE  07222 

I.B.  STATE  170092 

^1 . (SBU)  Poloff  delivered  ref tel  demarche  to  MEA 
Undersecretary  (United  Nations  Political)  Vishwesh  Negi  on 
January  25.  Negi  had  hinted  to  PolOff  on  January  23  that 
Lidder  would  be  extended,  saying  that  the  official  response 
would  come  from  the  Mission  in  NYC,  but  that  the  answer  was 
"good."  However,  on  January  24,  the  office  of  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Defense  contacted  Naval  Attache  to  inform  that 
Lidder  would  not  be  extended,  but  instead  would  be 
immediately  recalled  to  New  Delhi  to  take  another  posting. 
On  January  25,  when  PolOff  informed  Negi  of  the  MOD'S 
message,  Negi  expressed  surprise,  even  questioning  if  this 
was  a joke.  PolOff  asked  him  to  confirm  with  the  MOD,  and 
to  get  back  to  us  with  a confirmation  early  the  week  of 
January  28,  to  which  he  agreed. 
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